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districts would connect their Louisiana Colony in the
South with their Canadian dominions.

The American War between France and England
was not officially begun until 1756, but their differences
became critical several years before when some enter-
prising English settlers moved from their homes in
Virginia and Pennsylvania and established a new settle-
ment in the Ohio valley. Duquesne, the French
Governor of Canada, drove them back. Then followed
a period of attacks and counter-attacks, of skirmishes
and battles, until war was finally declared.

For the English the situation was extremely critical,
and George II. realised that the majority of the country's
armed strength would be needed in America. He there-
fore considered that the time had come to ask Maria
Theresa to return the many favours he had shown
her during the War of the Austrian Succession, The
English either ignored, or chose to forget, the humilia-
tions they had inflicted on her during the last war, and
the toneof the British correspondence with Austria, still,of
course, officially England's ally, was distinctly peremptory,

George II. demanded two services from the Empress:
she was to send troops to the Netherlands to protect
them against a probable French invasion, and she was
to guarantee that she would defend his Electorate of
Hanover if it were attacked by France or Prussia while
his armies were fighting in America.

Maria Theresa was enraged by George II/s attitude.
She never overcame her dislike of the English. " Almost
all the English/' she oace wrote years later to her son
Joseph," are deists, infidels, and free-thinkers. I tremble
lest intercourse with such a nation should shafce your
belief in everything sacred to Catholics."

She considered George II/s offer typically English